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Reverence or Esteem for Antiquity, and did in
Truth so much contemn old Orders, Forms and
Institutions, that the Objections ofrsovelty rather
advanced than obstructed any Proposition.35 It
is remarkable that he remained in power as long
as he did ; his stubbornness saved him, after his
integrity and even his physical peculiarities had
become the laughing-stock of such buffoons and
mimics as the Duke of Buckingham. As he grew
older and more infirm from the gout, the King
would still \isit and confer with him in his own
house. In the end, almost any excuse would have
served for his dismissal, and at least three were
found - the sale of Dunkirk, the King's marriage.,
and the Duke of York's.

Dunkirk - " the constant Charge and Expense
whereof amounted to above one hundred and
twenty thousand Pounds yearly" - was a con-
tinuous drain on an impoverished Treasury, and
its value as a base was out of all proportion to the
cost of its upkeep. Hyde, therefore, recommended
its sale ; the garrison was withdrawn, and at the
end of the year 1662 the town was handed over
to France for the unprecedented sum of half a
million French pistoles. Later, when popular
feeling began to turn against France, he was
basely accused of peculation, and the great man-
sion he was building at the top of St. James's